In the Eye of the Beholder?

“When I look at the future, it’s so bright, it burns my eyes.”

Oprah Winfrey


Eternal optimist or persistent pessimist?  The future is pretty much up to you and the old adage that the best way to predict the future is to create it has never been so true as it is today.  Who would presume to predict the jobs market when you look at the last 15 years?  The truth is there is always a job opportunity for the right person.


If you look at it this way, the current unemployment rate is a little over 4%.  That means that 96% are employed.  Does that mean they are luckier, more qualified, in the right place at the right time, or that they are just not very particular?  It could be all or none of the above, but one thing is sure.  Those who are employed believe in themselves and understand what they bring to the marketplace and they are ready to tell the world.  They are willing to step out of their comfort zones, if necessary, and if that means moving from Michigan where the unemployment rate is 6.9% to Wyoming where it is 3.3%, they do it.


Since the crash of the corporate ladder in the late 1980’s, each of us has had to learn that there is only one person who has the responsibility and the control to manage my career and I’m it.  It’s been a difficult lesson, one most people have tried to avoid, but as we move into 2007, companies and individuals alike are realizing that, “Opportunities of a lifetime come along all the time, about every week or so.”  This favorite line of Garrison Keeler reflects an attitude that makes a difference between success or failure and it certainly applies to the job market.


Predicting the future is best left to dreamers who believe in hope and prognosticators who rely on statistical evidence (always being ready to explain years down the road why it wasn’t accurate!).  Planning for the future is quite another thing.  Working with a Leadership Coach is a purposeful step to ensure, whatever the rest of the world does, you’ll be more in control of your life, because you are in charge of your career.   Any game is played better with a good Coach, and your life is the most important game of all.

